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Bill created the crèche and cross pictured below from driftwood.  

He is also the author of the poem found on the next page.



Driftwood comes from who knows where,

Wave)tossed to and fro and everywhere.

Found upon a Carolina island shore,

Bits of wood having seen so much more,

Make us yearn to know where they began,

Where they'll go from this spread of sand.

Could they once have formed a simple shed

To shelter a newborn Christ in His bed?

As we struggle with world's constant strife,

Seeking to make sense of our daily life,

Consider what this Son of God is all about,

Helping us remove faith)clouding doubt.

Could these bits of wood, however old,

Another chapter be when the story's told/

Upon a desolate hill of death form a cross

To guide, protect, and anchor us from unearthly loss?

Bill Waters, Nov. 2014

Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:

Standing between the cradle and the cross, O God, we grapple with the events of our

world and struggle to know our place within them, for here we find both meaning

and mystery, both the shouts of "Hosanna" and the cries of "Crucify him!" compelling

us to comprehend what we can and to trust you for the rest.  Only let us know that

you are with us in these holy moments, and prepare us to receive the grace poured

out for us through the gift of your Son and our Savior, Jesus the Christ.  Amen.

Psalm 25:1)10Psalm 25:1)10Psalm 25:1)10Psalm 25:1)10

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 O my God, in you I trust;

   do not let me be put to shame;

   do not let my enemies exult over me. 

 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;

   let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;

   teach me your paths. 

 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,

   for you are the God of my salvation;

   for you I wait all day long. 



 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,

   for they have been from of old. 

 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;

   according to your steadfast love remember me,

   for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 

 Good and upright is the Lord;

   therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

 He leads the humble in what is right,

   and teaches the humble his way. 

 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,

   for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

1 John 1:3)101 John 1:3)101 John 1:3)101 John 1:3)10

We declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have

fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son

Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.   This is

the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in

him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we

are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the

light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the

blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful

and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say

that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 


